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R E V. xxii. 3s 4. 


— AND HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVER 


HIM. AND THEY SHALL SEE HIS 


PACE, — 


5 L O meditate upon the joys of im- 
mortality to keep the eye of faith 
ſteadily fixed on the heavenly in- 

heritance, is at once the duty and the delight 

of all the children of God. It is their Duty, 


becauſe they are bound by the very. con- 
ſtitution of their nature to conſult their own 


trueſt happineſs. It is their Delight, be- 


cauſe they are fully perſuaded that their 
trueſt happineſs conſiſts in the poſſeſſion of 
that inheritance; and becauſe they daily 
experience the contemplation thereof to be 
the nobleſt antidote [againſt the tempta- 
tions of ſenſe, and the moſt refreſhing 
ſpring of conſolation amidſt the various ſor- 
rows and afflitions of this mortal life. It 
is indeed the Chriſtian's very profeſſion and 
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character ** to have his converſation in 
heaven.” — There all his treaſures are depo- 
ſited. —Thither all his pious friends are 
gone or going:—and there God and the 


Redeemer, the Objects of his ſupreme af- 


fection, have their immediate, perpetual, 
and moſt glorious reſidence. 


Heaven then, my Chriſtian Friends, 
cannot be too often preſented to your view. 
Its domains are ſo extenſive as to admit an 
infinity of proſpects; ; and thoſe proſpects 
are ſo diverſified, that a well-diſpoſed mind 
can never. be cloyed or fatigued i in the ſur- 
vey of them. For my own part, I am 
free to declare, that I preach upon no other 


ſubject with ſo much pleaſure and benefit | 


to my own ſoul : and could you bear a fre- 
quent repetition of the fame or - ſimilar 
ings; or had I a more comprehenſive 
knowledge of eternal bleſſedneſs in all 
its infinite variety and endleſs improvements, 
it ſhould employ a great part of my pub- 
lic diſcourſes. For furely there cannat be 
a more improving exerciſe of our moral 
faculties, than to be reviewing the high 
dignity and privileges to which our benevo- 
lent 
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lent Saviour hath exalted us ; nor can there 
be a more effectual mean of exciting in us 
an ambition raiſed above the low, inſigni- 
ficant, tranſitory objects of Time, than 
to conſider ourſelves as heirs of Eternal 
Life. - | 


But there is at preſent a particular reaſon 
for my choice of this ſubject, I am di- 
rected to it as a very proper mean, of ſo- 
lacing the heart of a diſconſolate Friend, 
lamenting the loſs of his greateſt ſublunary 
happineſs—a moſt excellent, amiable, af- 
fectionate Wife: — A loſs, to him, beyond 
meaſure aggravated, by above twenty years 
of uninterrupted harmony, unreſerved con- 
fidence, and the moſt endearing, and ex- 
| alted friendſhip. But he is not the only 

ſufferer. The loſs of the Deceaſed ex- 
tends to her family, to her friends, and 
to this Chriſtian Society, of which ſhe 
was long a worthy member, and the proſ- 
perity of which had her beſt and moſt ar- 
dent wiſhes ; though her declining health; 
and conſequent removal to the country, did 
not, for ſome months paſt, permit her to 
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join with us © in re eg of b and'1 as 


Pr ayers. * 


Thoſe in this aſſembly who have heard 
of the Death of Mrs. BuTTaLL * will 
know to whom I refer; and thoſe who 
were well acquainted with her, will bear 
witneſs, that her Character was uniformly 
conſiſtent with her religious Profeſſion, and 
worthy in many reſpects of the higheſt Eu- 


logium. But it is not my deſign, however 


ſtrong my inclination, to enter on a par- 
ticular detail of thoſe Virtues wherewith 
ſhe adorned the ſeveral relations of life in 
which ſhe was placed. I would ſhun the 
very appearance of adulation; and therefore 
will only ſay of her, what there is not the 
ſhadow of a reaſon to doubt, — ſhe was A 
SINCERE CHRISTIAN. What ſupport 


The truly excellent Lady here ſpoken of, after a 
lingering illneſs, which ſhe bore with exemplary 
patience and reſignation, died March 13th at Wrexham 
in Denbighſhire, whither ſhe had retired for the bene- 
fit of the air. She was the Conſort of the Gentleman 
to whom this diſcourſe is inſcribed, and Daughter to 
the late, and Siſter of the preſent Mr. Jonathan But- 


tall, Soho.—a family truly reſpectable in all its bran- 
ches. 


and 


E 

and conſolation muſt this thought admini- 
ſter to her ſurviving Relatives and Friends l. 
Surely, if we loved her, we ſhould re- 
joice, that ſhe is at length releaſed from 
the pains and incumbrances of mortality, 
and tranſlated to the realms of undecaying 
health, activity, and joy. Laying aſide 
then the ſpirit of heavineſs, let us in 
| our 'meditations follow her to yonder bliſſ- 
ful. manſions whither ſhe is aſcended ; and 
take a tranſient view of thoſe . ſublime em- 
ployments in which ſhe is engaged, and 
of thoſe delightful entertainments and en- 
joyments which we hope, ere long, to ſhare 

with her for ever and ever. 


To form a juſt and adequate conception 
of the felicity of . the heavenly ſtate, is, at 
preſent impoſſible. The images under 
which the ſacred writers have repreſented 
it, are borrowed . from the moſt beautiful 
and magnificent ſcenes, or from the moſt 
ſplendid and valuable objects, which nature 
or imagination can furniſh. The image 
which the apoſtle hath ſelected in the con- 
text, is that of a ſuperb and ſpacious City, 
founded on an immovable baſis, built, 

| fur- 


(6) 
furniſhed and adorned by the - Almighty 
Architect, made the grand central reſidence 


of the Majeſty of the Univerſe, illumined 


with the tranſcendent Glory of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, repleniſhed with the river 
of the water of life, and eternally ex- 
empted from every curſe. and imperfection. 
But this, and indeed all terrene ſimilitudes 
fall infinitely ſhort of the bleſſedneſs they 
would repreſent. The Apoſtle therefore, 
is fain after all, to uſe colours leſs ſtrong 
and glowing ; — © and his ſervants ſhall 
ſerve him, and they ſhall fee his face.” 


AND HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM. 
Is there any thing extraordinary in this ? 
Don't all good men, all true Chriſtians, 
ſerve God in this world? Undoubtedly they 
do, and I hope we all do it. But alas! 
what imperfection, what languor, what 
wearineſs, attend our beſt ſervices here be- 
low ! What a clog to devotion is this body 
of fleſh! What an obſtacle to obedience is 
this body of fin! How often are we indiſ- 
poſed for the exerciſes of Religion! How 


much oftener are we unfitted for them by 


the diſorders of animal nature, and the va- 
rious 


( 7 ] 
rious troubles and diſappointments of hu- 
man life! How rarely do we ſerve God 
with that life and vigour our hearts could 
with! or obey him with that uniformity 
and chearfulneſs which is the honour and the 
duty of every intelligent creature | And if 
our- ſervices are at certain times peculiarly 
refreſhing to us, if they revive, enlarge, 
and elevate our ſouls, if they are accompa- 
| nied with ſome degree of that © light which 
is ſown for the righteous, and of that 
gladneſs which is the portion of the up- 
right in heart ;” yet thoſe happy ſeaſons 
are but of ſhort duration, ſoon interrupted, 
foon over. There is no conſtant commu- 
nion with the Father of our ſpirits, no free- 
dom from temptation, no permanent flow 
of ſacred joy, to any of the ſervants of God, 
while reſident in this vale of mortality. 
But in the New Jeruſalem, the Celeſtial 
. Paradiſe, the City of the King of Kings, 
« his ſervants ſhall. ſerve him” with the 
greateſt activity and readineſs, with unre- 
matted ardor. and perſeverance, without any 
mixtures of imperfection, without any 
venus, without een, : without 
end. in ee 5 


In 
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75 the _ odd, a) beſt. of men 


have their hearts in ſome reſpects divided; 
and though God hath the greater part, 


and, in a ſenſe, the whole, yet it muſt be 


owned, that their affections are too much 


ſet on things ſeen and temporal. But in 
heaven, this conteſt for the heart of man 
betwixt things viſible and inviſible ſhall en- 


: tirely ceaſe ;—there the Firſt Fair, the Ori- 
gin and Center of all Perfection, ſhall diſ- 


play all his eſſential and ineffable glories, 
ſo as to captivate the hearts of all his, ſer- 
vants, and unite their once divided af- 
fections into one bright, everglowing flame 
of love to himſelf, © who is all in 7 8 
. 
And now, Sirs, is there no extraordi- 
nary happineſs included in ſerving God ? 
Ils there no extraordinary happineſs in 
being free from all fooliſh, precipitate, 21 
ſinful actions, from all weak and irregular 
conduct, from all gloomy and uneaſy re- 
flexions, from all indifference, diſtraction, 
and infirmity, in the worſhip of the Moſt 
High ?. Is it no extraordinary happineſs 
to be pleaſed with ourſelves without vanity, 
x to 
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to. converſe with ourſelves with complacen- 
&y and ſatisfaction, to repoſe an entire con- 
fidence in God as our Father, to ſerve him 
in perfect fincerity, to love him with all 
the faculties of our ſouls, to rejoice in him 
as our unchangeable friend and portion, and 
to join all the heavenly hoſts in aſcribing 
t bleffing and glory and honour to him, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever?“ 
Is there no happineſs in ſuch exerciſes, en- 
joyments, and entertainments as theſe ? 
Yes, unqueſtionably, a happineſs un- 
fpeakable and full of glory.” — But there 
is a ſtill greater happineſs ſuggeſted in the 
text. For © the ſervants of God ſhall, not 
only, ſerve him, but THEY SHALL SBE 
Ats FACE,” 


What kind and degree of felicity is in- 
eluded in this viſion of God, called by Di- 
vines THE BEATIFIC VISION, it is impoſ- 

fible for me fully to deſcribe. Taking Re- 
velation, however, for my Guide, I will 


give you the beſt account of it I am 
able. 


C It 


| 
| 
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| It is not, 1 bope, neceſſary for me to ob- 
ſerve, that the Divine Eſſence is abſolutely 
inviſible to every creature. In this ſenſe, . 
no man hath ſeen, or can ſee God and live. 


And indeed it were extremely abſurd to 


imagine, that the Infinite, Eternal Mind, 
a Pure, Incomprehenſible Spirit, can be 
the object of our corporeal ſenſes. . Tis 
not, however, improbable, that the Divine 
Being will vouchſafe to the bleſſed inha- 
bitants of heaven, ſome glorious Symbol 
and Token of his Preſence, ſome illuſtri- 
ous, viſible manifeſtation of himſelf, which 
will fill them with ineffable joy and de- 
light, and leave them no more room to 


doubt of his immediate reſidence among 


them, than if they ſaw him face to face, 
as one friend beholdeth another. Perhaps 
this divine manifeſtation may be in the 


perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, who is every where 


in Scripture repreſented, as the medium 
through which all bleſſings are conveyed 
to the Saints on earth, and probably, 
therefore, will be ſo to the Saints in hea- 


ven. He is faid to have been in the days 


of his Humiliation, the brightneſs of his 
Father's 


1 

Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon :” in what a higher degree then may 
we ſuppoſe him to ſuſtain the Majeſty, and 
to diſplay the Glories of the Godhead in 
his ſtate of Exaltation. But this is not 
mere conjecture; for it may be fairly de- 
duced from many paſſages of Scripture. 
Our Lord himſelf prays; John xvii. 24. 
« Father, I will that they alſo whom thou 
haſt given me be with me where: I am; 
that they may BEHOLD MY GLORY :;”. The 
throne which is the emblem of the preſent 
Deity, is often ſtiled the throne of the 
Lamb; and the. Lamb is faid to be the 
light of heaven. — Theſe, and many other 
authorities warrant our ſuppoſition, that 
God will hereafter manifeſt - himſelf to 
good men in ſome viſible glory, and that 
the medium of this glorious manifeſta- 
tion will be the Perſon. of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But not to inſiſt on what, after all, muſt 
appear to us very obſcure,—I would obſerve 
more particularly, that to ſee the face of 
God in heaven,” implies - 


* 
1 # : 


— 


I. A more extenſive, clear, and certain 
Knowledge of the Divine Nature, Per- 
e fections, 


a I. 


fections, Providence, and Works, than we 
are capable of eng in the Preſem 
ae, 


In a limited and leſs proper ſenſe, Wwe 
may be faid © to ſee God“ in this world, 
For he is viſible in all the works of his 
hands. The heavens declare his glory, 
and the firmament difplays his handy- 
work ; the earth with its numerous tribes 
and productions, all things, animate and 
inanimate, the ſmalleſt as well as the 
greateſt of his works, are ſteps by which 
we may afcend to the nee df him- 
{elf their great * 


Rn hath furniſhed us with à yet 


clearer and more comprehenſive knowledge 


of divine things. Nevertheleſs, this know- 
ledge, as well as the former, is very con- 
fined and imperfect, compared with that of 
the leaſt of God's ſervants in the kingdom 
of heaven. Here, as the Apoſtle writes, 
1 Cor. xiii. 9, 10.“ we know but in part, 
but when that which is perfect is come, 
then chat which is in part ſhall be done 


away.“ All theſe Jow and unſatisfactory 


methods 


„ 
methods of attaining knowledge, and all 
the little ſtock we have here laid up, ſhall 
be exchanged for the moſt extenſive views 
of whatever it can be defireable to know, 
opening upon us in the nde clear 
you! e manner b. Atti 


Lions; all our r at beſt am- 
piguons and obſcure. We fee God but, 
as it were in a; dim mitror. That there is 
= God, Natuce through all her works pro- 
claims: that this God muſt be eternal, 
ſelf-exiſtent, pnchangeable; infinitely powes. 
ful, wiſe and good, is, at leaſt, credible, 
if not demonſtrable. But what concep- 
tions have we of ſuch a Being? Ho im- 
perfect are our ideas of Eternal 'Neceſſiry 
Exiſtence, and Infinite Perfection! How 
does the thought conſound and overwhelm 
1 moſt ee eee lia 

The bee attends our 4 
concerning the works of God. What fairit 
apprehenfions habe we ef Creation! How 
Lan know we of the laws of Arn and 


* \Poddridge in loc. 


Sim 
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Providence! How incomprehenſible by us 
the union of Body and Spirit, and a thou- 
ſand other things, relative both to this 
world and another, which now puzzle and 
perplex the ableſt and wiſeſt of our race! 
All theſe things, — every thing indeed, that 
we would know, or pretend to know, 
we behold: but as through a glaſs, dark- 
ly.” But when we. come to heaven, all 
theſe myſteries will be in a great meaſure, 
if not | altogether, unfolded;;—our preſent 
darkneſs will vaniſh, —the' glaſs will be laid 
aſide, our intellectual and moral powers 
will be ſo purified, invigorated and enlarg- 
ed, as to be able to comprehend (in a man- 
ner now inconceivable) the Perfections and 
Works of God, to reconcile his now ſeem- 
ingly jarring Attributes, and to bear the 
luſtre of his glorious Preſence without a 
veil, without dread or diffidence, with 
unutterable tranſport and joy. For, as the 
Apoſtle adds in the aforecited chapter, we 
ſhall then ſee face to face, in a diſtin, and 
determinate manner: yea, we ſhall know 
even as we are known ;” not in the ſtrict 
ſenſe of thoſe words, — for the higheſt cre- 
ated intelligence, being of a finite, limited 


5 capacity, 
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capacity, cannot graſp that which is infinite; 
— but the meaning is, that our knowledge, 
in point of certainty and clearneſs, ſhall 
bear a fair reſemblance to that of the Di- 
vine Being, and that we ſhall in many in- 
ſtances attain it (I would ſpeak it with 
humble reverence) in the ſame manner, — 
not by long laboured inveſtigations and 
reaſonings, but by immediate intuition. 
We ſhall at once diſcern the relations of 
things, penetrate the center of objects, have 
the whole ſyſtem of truth laid open to our 


naked eye, and be eternally exempted from 


1 E of miſtake and error. 


0 Ss! what happineſs what ecſtatic 
bliſs! is reſerved in heaven for all the ſons 
of God! How delightful muſt it be to 
have our minds opened to contemplate 
Eternal Truth, Infinite Perfection, Immut- 
able Good ! How unutterable muſt be the 
pleaſure'of attending conſtantly and for ever 
upon him, whoſe countenance beams light, 
life, and joy through the unbounded uni- 
verſe | What raptures muſt fill our ſouls, 
when we are favoured with an intuitive know- 


i of the King of Kings, —when we are 
admitted 


10 


admitted to behold his glory, to ſhate his 


counſels, to underſtand the deſigns of his 
providence; to trace the now hidden ſprings 
of his government, to be ſpectators of tho 
long chain of events in the natural and mo- 


ral world, to viſit all the ecleftial regions, 


to cultivate an acquaintance with its moſt 
ancient inhabitants, to learn from them 
what may have happened millions of ages 
before we exiſted, to join company with 
them in traverſing the ſeveral apartments 
of the Creation, to know how they are fur- 
niſhed and how inhabited; to ſurvey the 
order, and meaſure the magnitudes and diſ- 
tances of thoſe ſpacious Orbs, which at pre- 
ſent ſeem thrown together without any re- 
gular deſign, to obſerve the dependence 
of the parts of each ſyſtem, and of the 
ſeveral ſyſtems on one another, from whence 
reſults the beauty, harmony and grandeur 
of the univerſe! — 0 Sirs | what divine 
and inconceivable joys mult break in upon 


us, when the whole natural, moral, and 


intellectual world is thus laid open to our 
inſpection, —when we are admitted to ſhare 
the capacity; the employments, the im- 


provements of the moſt exalted ſeraphs 
when 
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when we are introduced into the preſence 
of our generous, all- munificent, Almighty 
Sayiour, and hear from his lips the won- 
derful hiſtory of Redeeming Grace and 
Love: — when we ſhall “ behold with 
open face the glory of the Lord, and be 
changed into the ſame image from glory 
to glory !'” Good God ! why are we ſo 
deſirous of continuing in this ſtate of igno- 
rance and imperfection ! why are we ſo 
fond of the miſts of ſenſible objects l when, 
O when will the clouds diſperſe, and ever- 
laſing day, break in upon our ſouls! when 
falſe notions and dim conceptions, for the 
poſſeſſion of truth, clear ideas, certain 
knowledge, and the Beatifick Viſion of thy- 
ſelf, the Source and Center of all Know- 
ledge, Perfection, and Blefſedneſs! _. 


II. „ To ſee the Face of God,” in 

Heaven, includes the neareſt and moſt in- 
timate communion with him, together with 
all thoſe reciprocations of love and delight 
which muſt neceſſarily reſult from ſuch di- 
vine and exalted intercourſe. 


D _ 
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% To ſee life to ſee the Kingdom of 
God,” is, in the language of Seripture, to 
be put into the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of 
thoſe bleſſings. In like manner, to ſee 
God,“ is to have an infallible aſſurance of 
his paternal favour—to love him, and to 
be beloved of him to partake of his be- 
nefits in the higheſt degree to be tranſ- 
formed into a near reſemblance to him in 
his moral beauties and excellencies—to re- 
joice in him as our ſupreme good—and, in 
a word, to dwell in his preſence, where 
there is fullneſs of joy, and to fit at his 
right hand, where there are pleaſures for 
evermore.” 


But tis beyond the power of language 
to ſet forth this part of the happineſs of 
the Saints in Light. Examine your hearts, 
ye Servants of God, and endeavour to re- 
collect what you have felt and enjoyed in 
your devouteſt moments, when your thou 1ghts 
were moſt abſtracted from the world, and 
moſt intenſely fixed on things inviſible and 
eternal. — Confider what you experienced 
when faith, and hope, and love, have been 
in lively and vigorous exerciſe, — Think 

what 


— — — 
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| 
| 
| 
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what you mean by reſt and peace, ſatisfac- 


tion and delight, holineſs and happineſs.— 
Underſtand the import of theſe words, 
“ Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with Je- 
ſus Chriſt.” —Think what you feel, when 
you behold a dear and beloved friend, who 
after long abſence, meets you with an eye 
ſparkling with joy, and with open arms 
ready to embrace you.—Think of all the 
endearments of Parent, Huſband, Wife and 
Child.—Add all the jays—all the felicity of 
this life, to all you can conceive of the fe- 
licity of the life to come—and all, —all will 
fall infinitely ſhort of the bleſſedneſs of that 
divine and intimate communion with God, 


included in “ ſeeing his Face.” 


TH. The Beatific Viſion includes an ab- 
ſolute exemption from all Evil, natural and 
moral, — an exemption from every thing 
which can poſſibly obſtruct, or abate the 
Pleaſure, which this Viſion is calculated to 
afford. 


To ſee the Face of God,” is, as hath 
been ſhewn, to have the moſt intimate and 
delightful intercourſe with him—to have his 

D 2 uncreated 
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uncreated Excellencies, ſtupendous ' Works 
and eternal Providence laid open to our 
contemplation, — to live for ever 'in that 
glorious world, which he hath formed for 
his own immediate reſidence, and reple- 
niſhed with a confluence of all the good 
which is every where ſcattered throughout 
the whole Creation. And is it poflible, in 
ſuch a place in ſuch company - with ſuch 
enjoyments, to feel any want, any incon- 
venience, any inquietude ?—Can any enemy 
invade, or any calamity annoy us, before 
the Throne of God? — Can the choſen 
Reſidence of the Majeſty of the Univerſe 
be' any other, than the ſeat of pure and 
unmingled Bliſs ?— And muſt not a con- 
ſtant, familiar intercourſe with him, the 
wiſeſt, beſt, and moſt amiable of all Beings, 
preſerve us from every moral imperfection? 
—muſt it not purify, refine, exalt our na- 
ture, and make us perfect, even as he, our 
Father, is perfect? There can be no doubt 
of theſe things. Every evil muſt vanith at 
the Preſence of God, as darkneſs before 
the Sun. His ſervants ſhall ſerve him“ 
with ever-growing delight, © and they 
ſhall fee his Face,” without an intervening 

+ £ cloud, 


5 
cloud. Ves, Chriſtians! the moment we 
are admitted let our ſouls triumph in the 


glorious proſpect, - from the moment we 
are admitted to the Viſion of God, we ſhall 


be freed from ſin, and from every tempta- 
tion to it.— We ſhall then have no more 


cauſe to complain of the deceitfulneſs of 
our hearts, the irregularity of our paſſions, 


or the unfruitfulneſs of our lives. We ſhall 


then have no enemy to conflict with, nor 


any tempter to guard againſt; our warfare 


will be accompliſhed, our conqueſts ap- 


proved, and our triumph complete and 


everlaſting.—In that perfect ſtate, all thoſe 
little jealouſies and animoſities which di- 


vide the neareſt neighbours—all thoſe par- 
ties and diſputes which rend the Church 


Militant—all thoſe quarrels and reſentments 
which throw the world into tumult, ſhall" 


ceaſe for ever ; and all be Harmony, Friend- 


ſhip, and Love. — We ſhall then alſo be 


freed from every perſonal ſuffering and af- 
fliction, from every difficulty and diſap- 
pointment, from every uneaſy impreſſion 
and ſenſation. We ſhall there experience 
neither hunger nor thirſt, diſtreſs nor diſ- 


eaſe, the treachery of pretended friends, 


nor 
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nor the violence of profeſſed enemies. 


* And there ſhall be no more Death, nei- 
ther forrow nor crying ; neither ſhall there 
be any more pain; for all thoſe mourn- 
ful ſcenes are paſſed away: and we ſhall 
live for ever near the Throne of God, 
ſerving him day and night in his Temple : 
and he himſelf will condeſcend to dwell a- 
mong us. And the Lamb that is in the 
midſt. of the Throne, will regale our ſouls 
with the divineft repaſts, lead us to foun- 
tains of increaſing Joys, and wipe away all 
tears from our eyes.” 


This is ſome account of the Beatific Vi- 
fion of God in heaven. It is indeed a very 
imperfect account: and imperfect it muſt 


be.“ For eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 


heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, what God hath 
prepared for them that love him.” The 
ſum of all our conceptions is this - To 
SEE Gop,” 1s TO PARTAKE OF HAPPI- 
NESS PURE IN ITS KIND, PERFECT IN 
ITS. DEGREE, AND EVERLASTING IN ITS 


DURATION. 
I ſhall 


I 23 


4 ſhall conchide with three or * prac- 
tical ——— | 


| Firſt, How wonderful the love and mu- 
niſicence of that All- perfect Being who hath 
deſigned, promiſed, and prepared ſuch hap- 
pineſs for all his people. Conſcience muſt 
tell us all, that we have forfeited the favour 
of our Maker, and are unworthy of the 
common bounties of his providence. Yea, 
conſcience will tell us more—will tell us, 
that we have, by repeated acts of diſobe- 
dience, rendered ourſelves obnoxious to his 
Diſpleaſure, and deſerved to be baniſhed 
from his preſence for ever. How infinite 
then is that Mercy! how exuberant that 
Goodneſs! which not only pardons our 
fins, and revokes the ſentence of our ba- 
niſhment, but inſpires us with the hope, 
and will finally raiſe us to the poſſeſſion of 
everlaſting bliſs and glory! Not the wor- 
thieſt character upon earth—not perfect in- 
nocence itſelf, — no, not even the holy An- 
gels, can lay any claim to the happineſs of 
Immortality. When they have done all they 
ought—all they are able to do, they are, 
with 
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with reſpect to any benefit God receives 
from them, but unprofitable ſervants. But 
were their ſervices ever ſo. profitable ever 
ſo meritorious, is there an the leaſt pro- 
portion, betwixt them and the promiſed 
reward ? How. juſtly then, may we adopt 
the devout language of the Pfalmiſt, — 

„ Who are we, O Lord God! and what 
is our houſe, that thou haſt brought us 
hitherto? But this was yet a ſmall thing 
in thy ſight, O Lord God! for thou: haſt 
alſo ſpoken of the proſperity of thy ſervants 
for a great while to come,” even through- 
out the Ages of Eternity. Bleſſed then be 
thy holy Name for ever and ever!“ Bleſſed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who, according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again to a lively 
- hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorrup- 
tible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for us.” —Bleſſed 
alſo be our riſen Saviour © who loved us, 
and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
blood, and hath made us Kings and Prieſts 
unto God even his Father, —to. him be 


glory 
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glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 25 


ene The perfection and blefſednefs 
of the heavenly ſtate, ſhould ſolace and 
ſupport the hearts of good men, under all 
the ſorrows and afflictions to which they 
are expoſed in this vale of mortality. 
Chriſtians are no more exempted from 
theſe, than other men.— They are but pil- 
grims and ſtrangers in the preſent world, 
and therefore ought to expect the too com- 
mon fate of Pilgrims, which is to meet 
with dangerous roads, inclement weather, 
rude paſſengers, bad accommodations, the 
loſs of dear aſſociates, with many other 
diſcouraging hardſhips and inconveniences. 
To imagine we may paſs through life with- 
out feeling any of its griefs and diſappoint- 
ments, argues extreme ignorance and in- 
attention.—Man is born into trouble; and 
every man experimentally knows it. But, 
whatever be our troubles or ſorrows—our 
croſſes or grounds of complaint, if we live 
by faith on the promiſes of the Goſpel, 
and keep our eye fixed on the great re- 
compence of reward, this will be more 
E than 
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than a ſufficient counterbalance for them 
all. -Do any © groan, being burdened ” 
with the weight of many unallowed infir- 
mities? Let them wait a little while, and 
they ſhall be releaſed from the painful in- 
cumberance, - and have their groans chang- 
ed into ſongs of everlaſting triumph.—Are 
any in heavineſs through manifold temp- 
tations?” Let it be remembered, that 
« bleſſed is the man who endureth temp- 
tation ; for when he is tried, he ſhall re- 
ceive the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promiſed to them that love him.“ 
Are any, through unavoidable misfortunes 
reduced from a ſtate of wealth and afflu- 
ence to a ſtate of indigence and diſtreſs ? 
Let them take joyfully the loſs of their goods, 
« knowing that they have in heaven a bet- 
ter, and an enduring ſubſtance.” —Is your 
life embittered with frequent ſickneſs or 
pain? Remember, that in the happy coun- 
try whither you are travelling, there is 
neither pain, nor ſickneſs, nor death ;— 
your bodies will be there formed like the 
glorified body of Chriſt, incapable of ſuf- 
fering ;—your ſouls ſhall ſhine forth in all 
the beauties of holineſs ;—and both, united, 


4 ſhall 
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ſhall flouriſh in immortal health and vi- 
gour.— Are you bereayed of valuable and 
faithful friends, or of near and dear rela- 
tives, whom you loved as your own ſouls, 
and whoſe wiſdom, piety and prudence, 
rendered their company inexpreſſibly agree- 
able and beneficial to you? Be comforted. 
„ Blefled are the dead which die in the 
Lord.” — They are gone to your. Father's 
houſe, and are ſetting in order the magni- 
ficent apartments, which Chriſt your elder 
brother hath -procured for your reception: 
ere long, you ſhall rejoin them, mutually 
improved in every amiable quality and ex- 
cellence, and without fear or danger of 
future ſeparation. —Yes, ye religions Mourn- 
ers! your pious friends and relatives de- 
ceaſed, will ſhortly meet you on the con- 
fines of heaven, conduct you to the city of 
God, and introduce you to the acquaintance 
of the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Apoſtles 
and Martyrs, Angels and Archangels, who 
will condeſcend to embrace you with open 
arms, and bid you welcome to their Maſ- 
ter's joy. In ſhort, whatever are your 
trials—whatever your afflictions, One who 
Was favoured with a Viſion of heaven, 
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declares © they are not ay to be com> 
| pared with the glory which ſhall there be 
revealed.” | 


Thirdly, The conſideration of this exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory laid up for the 
ſervants of Gad, ſhould arm them againſt 
the fear of death, and even diſpoſe them to 
long for it. For what is there in Death 
that ſhould alarm them ? In itſelf, indeed, 
tis the Curſe, and therefore might well be 
the Dread of human nature: but in the 
conſtitution of the Goſpel Covenant, the 
curſe is converted into a bleſſing—into a 
bleſſing of the higheſt importance to every 
true Chriſtian. For it is now the gate of 
heaven the way to life and immortality, 
And, tho' it ſhould be granted, that 
*tis a way ſomewhat dark and intricate ; yet 
as the Son of God, our beſt, our Almighty 
friend, hath promiſed to conduct us thro' 
it, to the regions of everlaſting day, tis 
ſhameful cowardice in any of us to be diſ- 
mayed at the thoughts of it. Away then 
Chriſtians, with your unreaſonable fears and 
ſuſpicions. View through the perſpective 
of faith your reverſionary inheritance. Me- 

ditate 
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ditate often on the joys and pleaſures of the 
heavenly ſtate; and cultivate an inward, 
abiding perſuaſion, that thoſe who ſleep 
in Ps God will bring with him.“ 


It pains me : to blend any thing of a me- 
Jancholly nature with this ſoothing, de- 
lightful ſubje& : but the Reflexion I am 


going to make, is too e and a 
vious to be omitted. 


How e the folly 3 madneſs of 
thoſe who forget God, and neglect this 
ſupreme - this only true felicity of their 
rational nature And for what? — for 
toys and trifles? or which is ſtill worle— 
for gilded vanities, ſordid gratifications and 
unmanly purſuits ?—PFor theſe barter away 
Glory, Honour, and Immortality! What! 
« Have all the workers of iniquity no 
knowledge ?” Have the Men of the world 
no diſcernment ? What is EazTH to 
Heaven? What are all the riches and 
dignities—all the thrones and diadems,— 
all the kingdoms and empires of the One, 
to the ſubſtantial, ſublime, everlaſting 
glories of the OTyurR? What would 

it 
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it profit a man, if he ſhould gain the whole 
world, and loſe his own ſoul ? What is a 
thouſand worlds — what are ten [thouſand 
ſuch worlds as ours, to BeinG without end, 
and BLESSEDNEss adequate to that BEING? 
ETERNAL LIE I Eternal Life in eternal 
freedom from all evil, in the eternal enjoy- 
ment of all good, in eternal friendſhip with 
the wiſeſt, worthieſt, and moſt amiable crea- 
tyres in the Univerſe, in eternal intercourſe 
with the inexhauſtible Fountain of all 

Knowledge, Perfection, and Happineſs ! 
Great God 1s it poflible that any of thy 
reaſonable offspring can flight thy Muni- 
ficence, or live regardleſs of Eternity? Is 
there a conſideration upon earth, that can 
prevail on a man to quit his hopes of an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away? What a reproach 
to human nature! What degeneracy does 
fuch a conduct denote! One might ima- 
gine a rational, immortal Being incapable 
of ſuch folly, did not the contrary appear 
in ten thouſand inſtances every day. | 


O Sirs, let none of us be of the number 
of ſuch baſe and ignoble ſpirits Let Heaven 
be 
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be the grand object of our choice, our la- 
bours, our inceſſant purſuit ! Let others to 
uſe the words of an excellent writer — Let 
OTHERS ſhare this World among them. 
Let oTHERs chuſe fame, and pleaſure, and 
money, for their happineſs. They will 
ſoon repent their choice, and find them 
ſelves terribly miſtaken. Let us wiſh 
for nothing but greater degrees of faith, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs. Let us be anxi- 
ous about nothing but ſaving our ſouls, | 
eſtabliſhing them in tranquillity and purity, 
and fitting them for the ſociety of Angels 
and the Visron or Gop. Amen. 


THE END. 
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